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HOUSE BI LL 2729

St ate of WAshi ngt on 590th Legislature 2006 Regul ar Session
By Representatives O Brien, Strow, Roberts, Talcott, Moeller and Ericks

Read first tine 01/ 12/ 2006. Referred to Commttee on Educati on.

AN ACT Relating to salary bonuses for certificated instructional
staff attaining state professional certification; adding a new section
to chapter 28A. 405 RCW and creating a new section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEG SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. The legislature finds that the professional
certification process required of new teachers and experi enced teachers
from out-of-state is intended to advance their teaching skills and
denonstrate their ability to i nprove student |earning. The |egislature
al so finds that professional certification is a rigorous and demandi ng
process, yet the state salary schedule does not recognize these

advanced skill Ievels. Furthernore, teachers often pay substantial
costs to conplete the prograns, but are not reinbursed for their
expenses. Therefore the legislature intends to address these

inequities by providing a bonus for all teachers who have achieved
prof essional certification.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 2. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 405
RCWto read as foll ows:
(1) Certificated instructional staff who have attained a
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professional certificate wunder rules adopted by the professional
educator standards board or its predecessor agency shall receive an
annual bonus beginning the school year immediately following their
certification.

(2) The bonus for professional certification is provided in
addition to conpensation received under a district's salary schedule
adopted i n accordance with RCW 28A. 405. 200 and shall not be included in
calculations of a district's average salary and associated salary
[imtations under RCW 28A. 400. 200.

(3) The bonus shall be paid in nonthly increnents and shall be
included in the definition of "earnable conpensation” under RCW
41. 32. 010( 10). The anount of the bonus shall be established by the
| egi sl ature through the ommi bus appropriations act and is not part of
basi ¢ educati on.

--- END ---
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